magnificent Sahasralingeswara, Yakshaguha,
Sahasradevata theertha as well as the idols of Indra and
other Gods and Umaparvathi as Haimavati close by lend
credence to the upanishad revelation.
While the unique Vayulinga faces west in Srikalahasti
the exquisite idol of Balaji Venkateswara faces east. These
two idols, Swayambhoo and facing each other, are viewed
by a section of scholars as Siva and Durga.
Sri Kalahasteeswara was worshipped from time
immemorial by Gods, sages and sinners, creatures like
spiders, serpents and elephants. Among the several
thousands of devotees, Kannappa stands foremost.
This place is known variously as Dakshinakailasa,
Daksbina kasi, Dakshinamurthy kshetra, Sadyomukti
kshetra and so on. Due to the presence of the Gnana Vigraha
namely Gnanaprasunamba (fully blossomed flower of
knowledge) this place is known as Vignanakshetra.
Generally this kshetra is called Vayu lingakshetra as it has
one of the five lingas named after the five mahabhutas.
The construction of this temple clearly shows the
paths of Raja Yoga of Patanjali - the two vital nerves of
Ida and pingala (Soorya and Chandra) and the sushumna
which leads to Sahasrara. The twenty four steps and shat
chakras and the presiding dieties are located here. It is
essentially a shrine which trains the devotees to practise
pranayama. Tradition has it that while salvation can be
attained at Kasi only if one dies there, the mere entry into
SriKalahasti will bestow the same benefit. Some devotees
undertake Sadyomukti vrata by residing here for a whole
year observing several austerities, visiting the temple every
day and undertaking fasts on full-moon days and
worshipping the Lord with single-minded devotion.
The varioios Gods, Sages and other devotees who
performed severe penance in this place installed lingas,